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la the days of the voice of the feventh angel, whenche ſhall begin to found, the 
myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, as he hath declared to his ſervants the prophets, 
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ee Hoi the dung 2 70 hed «An watt? ; 
to tranſlate the Apocalypſe of St. eg familiar language. 
That work was undertaken and executed upon the idea, that it 
was neceſſary to appreciate the theoretic meaning J a books be- 
fore we can make any praclical uſe of is, or even determine uon ; 
its merit as to truth. So far as it reſpedted the printiples of con- 
ftruftion it reſted on this Angle Hhoint. the ſyſtematic uſe made of 
the preliminary defenitions. I haue talen all the fains' in my 
fower to procure the: corrections of. thoſe gentlemen among us, 
who were diſtinguiſhed: for this brancl, of literature, | No fat: 
lacy has, however, been pointed out. I therefore confider the 
principles then adopted as being adequate to the purpoſe. I con- 
ider the problem as being ſolved, and the book. as being no longer 
ſealed. My own-opinion was made up on this point before the 
publication; but with refed to the application, I felt,a ſmall 
degree of diſſidence, leſs ſomebody , more extenſor ue huſloric 
knowledge ſhould find another ſeries of fafts more remarkably - 
applicable. It was not indeed uery probable, conſidering their 
extent and connexion ; but poſſubility is ſufficient in ſuch a caſe 
to create anxiety, as every man experiences, who is nat in a con- 
firmed habit of book-making. Nearly a year has elapſed, neither 4 
the reviewers nor private correſpondents have ſhewn any deſicien- 
cy in the hiſtoric events toward Satisfying the theoretic charafters 
given in that tranſlation. The preſent work wall therefore pro- 
cred one ſtep / mer; and confulering the "PI as written 


Lew & £.AC E. 


3 b and with the intention plained i m the ahem: 
er publication, will endeauour to trace the ſame leading ideas in 
Jome of the other ſcripture prophecies. Þris propoſed to aſcertain 
ſome other great events mentioned in thoſe prophecies, as being 
* coincident with thoſe. of the Apocalypſe, which are now rapidly 
unfolding. Tf I have already flood forth as 4 witneſs to the 
truths of that prophecy; the buſineſs will be incomplete till it is 
_ ſhown to accord with the other parts of the ſacred volume. It 
is already ſhown, that it was originally written upon a plan rig- 
idly ſyſtematical ; bub as that does not necgſſarily involve the idea of 
a true foundation, or of 4 prophetic one, ſomething is neceſſa- 
ry, to uluſtrate this point a litcle further. Every novel may be 
conſidered as a ſyſtematic work, when there is no diſcordance of 
the ſeveral parts ; ; but truth does not come into tne idea. It is fyf- 
tematic, but it is no more than ſyſtematic invention. Every hiſ- 
tory too is to be conſidered as Hſtematic narrutive. Though truth | 
is @ neceſſary part of the idea of hiſtory, yet prophecy is not a 
part of that idea: for hiſtory-is written after the event, and pro. 
Phecy Pretedes it. Though it has been proved: by our former at. 
tempt, that the A pocalypſe had that agreement of its parts, which 
charatteriſes the author as having à complete view. of his ſubject; 
and many hints were then, given of ihe courſe of events ſuppoſe® 
to be treated of, wt ſhall now - endeavour to produce ſome further 
2 proof oft the Juſcneß of lie principles there advance. It was not 
then an object to convince b learned reaſons, but b a direct exhi- 
bition of principles, It being an object at that "tame to diveſt the 


book of myſtery, any degree of reſerve willi reſpett to theoretic = 
ideas, or 185 9 Joe would have been _—_— # 


* 


PREFACE 
was not defigned to perſuade the reader by \ flattering his imagina- 


tion, but by informing his underſtanding ; not to perſuade by the 


raptures of poetic expreſſuon, but by ſetting forth the truth in 


its ſimplicity. If the fiyle in that per formance or in this ſhould ap= 
Pear vapid to the lovers of fine writing, they will conſider that 


figurative language always exceeds literal expreſſions, and that the 


latter belong only to inve/tigation. The prophets whoſe works we 
/hall principally contemplate are Daniel, Ezekiel, and John. 
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SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT. 


o F 


SEVERAL SCRIPTURE PROPHECIES. 


SECTEFOMTL 


That DANIEL, EZEKIEL and JonN, in many. ref 


pets, treat of the ſame Events. 


_ | I: would be uſelefs to ſpend time in proving 
that the canonical books were written as long ago as they 


are pretended to have been written. An uninterrupted 


ſeries ,of expoſitors will be ſufficient witneſſes for any 
man, who does not deny all hiſtoric evidence; and to a 
man who does deny it no proof can be given. A much 
more important queſtion is, what juſt claim have thoſe 


books to infpiration ? the anſwer is ſatisfactory. They 


foretel a ſeries of events, minutely exact, many hundreds 
of years before thoſe events exiſted. A part of that ſeries 


it will be the buſineſs of the preſent work to inveſtigate, 


and to lay before the reader. That part will be the pro- 
phecies of Daniel, Ezekiel, and John, relative to Anti- 
. „ 

Commentators, I believe, are pretty generally agreed, 
that Daniel's monſtrous beaſt mentioned in the ſeventh 
verſe of his ſeventh chapter means the Weſtern Roman Em- 
pire, and is the ſame with the ten-horned dragon men- 


toned in the twelfth chapter of the APD Among 


* 
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3 horns on Daniel's beaſt came up a little horn, which 
is in Daniel vii. 2 i. explained to be a perſecuting power that 
ſhould oppreſs the ſaints, till the time of the general judg- 


ment, when the followers of the Meſſiah ſhall prevail. This 


power is to yield to the judgment by fire from the Al- 
mighty. In like manner John's dragon is transformed 
into a monſtrous beaſt of the ſame character as Daniel's 
little horn, and is exterminated. in the ſame man- 
ner by fire from God. The nature of that fire is explain- 


ed in Dan. vii. 26. But the judgment ſhall fit, and they 


ſhall take away his dominion ta conſume and to deſtroy it unto 
the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
neſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given 
to the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High; whoſe king- 


dom 1s an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall 


ſerve and obey him.” The fire of judgment is then a met- 
orical fire which is to conſume a dominion, and purify 
the ſtate of ſociety. Both in Daniel and in John, the 


judgment is accompanied by the reſurrection of the 


ſaints, and their triumph over their perfecutors. Daniel 

has alſo given us a view of the ſame perſecuting power in 

the eleventh chapter from the fortieth verſe to the end. 
After mentioning ſome of the principal events of his 


reign it is followed in the twelfth chapter with the judg- 


ment and with the reſurrection of the juſt. His general 


character is alſo given in the eighth chapter of Daniel 
from the 23d to the 25th verſe,and his end foretold. Theſe 


circumſtances ſufficiently ſhow that Daniel and John de- 


* 


ſcribe the ſame power, but with different degrees of con- 


ciſeneſs. 


We proceed to ſhow that Ezekiel's prophecy coincides 
principally with the ſixth and ſeventh periods of John, 


and therefore that theſe two writers deſcribe the ſame 


things. As the former of them is much more diffuſe than 


the latter, the molt eaty compariſon will be made by the 


following table, in which ſo many points of agreement are 


found, and ſo many of the' ſame metaphors, that I think 


the uniformity of deſign and identity of ſubject mult be 


admitted. 


Compattrven-f BEEKIEL, 
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e -the APOCALYPSH. 2 
"APC ;LPSE.. gion, EZEETEL | 
i. |... Subjeet and Type. +: -Hp ol; Bae and Type. 
ao. H Four cherubims before ſi. Four 2 
* the'thirone, = Sy Imperial chariot with . 

— j4 5 : A Jha Prince upon it, 

K. The bobk of judgment ſii. and lil. The book of judgment 
| _ _  ]painful to the prophet, +S painfal to the prophet. | 
ix. 14, 15, Kc.] Four angels looſed forſiv. 5, 6. : Limitation of time to 
91 years. 1390 years, and 40 years. 
tx, 1620. The puniſliment of 'theſty—viii, „The religious ſtate of 

apoſtates. Goã 's choſen people, for 
: (which they are to be pun- 

X | 1 liſhed. - 

. Merirfet the altar acl ix. x. The felection of the be- 
[leaving out the Gentiles, lievers "from the maſs of 
- mankind, 

Xi. 7, 10. The triumph of the apoſ- xi. 6, &c. The oppreſſion of the 
Weng over the faithful. faithful, and the contempt 

£3 2 with which theyare treated. 

4, 7. + Cautions that the timeſxli. 27,29; A caution that the time 

xvi. 15, Kc. of completion! is at hand. Sy of completion j is at hand. 

vi. 12, Kc. {xii—zxx, '} General deſcriptions - of 

ix 20, 21. ( | The apoſtacy and idola- {che idolatry and apoſtacy of 

i. 1316. try of a Chriſtian State. | God's Choſen PRE. 

xvii & viii. J 3 3 c 

e plague of hail, xiii. 11. e deſtruction of erro- 
i. al. Th YET -t : freous ſyſtems by hail and 
| ſſtorms. " 
; ' | Two apoſtate 180 pun- xiii, Two apoſtate powers pun 
77 * 5 iſhed by ck favorites. iſhed by their- favorites — 
5 | reduced to diftreſs, 
IX, 3. | The bottomleſs pit mut, xxv. 3 Puniſhment of the eaſt= 
Fn OE being the counterpart of 3 ern nations for oppreſſing 
Rey, ix, I—T4. 18 the ſaints, being Part of the 
8 N judgment. 5 
[xxvi. to 7] Tyre deſtroyed paſt re- 
1 xxviii.. _ : cover 

[ xxix,—xxxii, | The judgments on Egypt. 
| xXxxiii. 33. The inſolent ſpeechesof 

. S ſapoſtates. 
tril. . f De ſeription of the apoſ-xxxiii. ? Deſcription of corrupt 

£viii. Fan tacy of Rome. - x & XK iV. preachers. 
xix. 1. The joy of the ſaints for x xxixv. it, æc. The ſaints comforted by 
victory. BE the fall of their oppreffors., 

xiv. 17—20. Treading the wine benen : Recapitulation of the 

ſof God's wrath. Probably|x*'*Xvi, þ$ judgments on the eaſtern 
the deſtruction of the Turks. 8 nations, probably Mahom, 

11. 11. Reſurrection of the wit- x xx vii. Refurrectien of God's 
äneſſes. 5 people. 

5. 14. The oppreſſors of che xxxviii.1—16.] The ravages of the n north- 
ſaints without the 'papal fern nations of Europe in 
dominion puniſhed by an the wildergeſs (America) 

arthquake. | v. 10, 11, and in Aſia, v 13, 
| | ſand in Africa, v. 5, plant- 
| ing colonies v, 8, and ty. 

ranny over them, v. 19. 
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APOCALYPSB. EZEKIEL | 
Place. 3 Subje and Yype. Place. CSubſect and Type. 
” | | I [xxxviii. 17. | Their conſequent Puniſh- | 
| IxXxxxXIix. 16, 5 {ment and loſs of dominion, 
xix. 10, &c. A great reformation when xxxix. to v. 17. A complete reformation 
| hriſtianity ſhall triumph on the eaſt fide of the ſea 
Jover two of the antichriſ. (Europe.) 
tian powers, and become Feaſt of birds, and abol- 
the law of nations. The iſhing odious diſtinctions. 


feaſt of birds, when all odi- 
us diſtinctions ſhall be a- 
boliſhed. 


vi. 13—17. Judicial earthquakes in|xxxviii. 19. theme; 20, earthquake, 
Ui. 13. all the antichriſtian ſtates. 225 ſtorms. 
xvi. 18, & e. 

* Ne Jeruſalem diſcover- xi. to the end] Deſcription of the tem- 
{4 d in the ſeventh period. of the book. [ple and deſignation of its 
. The deſeription concludes CIA Pt, ; 
4 the book. 


From this induction of particulars, I think, nobody 
will doubt, whether the two laſt named prophets had the 
ſame object i in view. We have before ſhown, that Daniel 
and John deſcribe the fame principal power and the ſame 
events. This table ſhows the ſame harmony to ſubſiſt 

between John and Ezekiel. They therefore all deſcribe 
the ſame general events under different figures. There 
appears to be no greater difference, than there would be 
between different hiſtoriaris, who ſhould narrate the fame 

facts. One would mention a ſubordinate circumſtance 
emitted by another, yet the leading traits would ſo far a- 
gree, that a reader would never doubt of their meaning 
the ſame thing. I have cholen theſe three for the preſent 
compariſon. The other prophets give general deſcrip- 
tions of the Meſhah's kingdom, and their writings will fur- 
niſh very uſeful illuſtrations. But theſe meaſure their 
predictions by time, and-are therefore of more immediate 

ule in the preſent work. "7 


| EFT COTTON 
Of the Kingdoms of CHRIST and of ANTICURIST. 
IT is acknowledged on all hands, that Chriſt's king 
dom is ſeated in the heart. The ſteady love of virtue, 


fixed in the ſoul is to produce its effect in the outward 
conduct. No man is allowed to give any juſt ages of of- 


\ 
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fence, or to invade the rights of another; but every one is 
obliged to do all thoſe acts of beneficence, which ſerve to 
promote public and private happineſs. So cautious is 
this ſyſtem of admitting any deviation from rectitude, that 
it forbids doing evil even as the means of introducing 
ood, and never allows any expedient to be adopted, 
which is not perfectly juſt. Honeſt induſtry is enjoined 
as the regular way to perſonal independence. Every 
man is required to reſpe& his neighbour's rights as much 
as his own, and to conlider the Almighty as the patron of 
both. Theſe are the general principles for forming the 
character of individuals. 45 
But the buſineſs does not reſt here. The ſyſtem is de- 
ſigned for public as well as private condutt. What is 
true of every part is true of the whole. If every chriſtian 
is to conſider the right of his neighbour with the ſame ſa- 
cred attention, that he beſtows upon his own, it is becauſe 
their rights are equal. They are entitled to the ſame de- 
gree of reſpect, while they do their duty in their reſpec- 
tive, ſtations, and are members of the ſame body, of which 
Chriſt is the head. They are inſtructed to call no man 
maſter, but he that is greateſt of all is to be conſidered as 
the ſervant of all, being deputed by the community to 
exerciſe the power on behalf and as the ſervant of his 
brethren. That this idea was familiar to Chriſt and his 
primitive followers is evident from the directions they give 
in the caſe of diſputes, to have them decided by reference 
among themſelves, rather than go to law before thoſe who 
had no rule to direct their deciſions. If either of the par- 
ties ſhould refuſe to abide the award, he was to be conſid- 
ered as no longer a chriſtian but as an heathen and a ſub- 
ject of coercion. It then became lawful to ſue even in 
heathen courts; otherwiſe the chriſtians muſt have been 
without any remedy, if one of the parties choſe to apoſta- 
tize ; this however was but a temporary proviſion, for the 
primitivechriſtianslooked forward to the time when both the 
officers and ſubjects of the government ſhould adopt their 
principles, and the power of executing as well as the right 


12 
of deciding ſhould belong to the faithful, They tell, us 
that thrones and. dominions, principalities, and powers 
ſhould: be put in ſubjection to Chriſt, that in, his name 
every knee ſhould bow, and all. ſhould confeſs him to be 
Lord. Upon the principle that evil muſt never be done 
to produce good, every ſubject of this kingdom will feel 
aſſured that his on right cannot be ſacrificed to public 
expediency. That this ſhould be the happy ſtate of things 
under the chriſtian diſpenſation was not only the doctrine 
of the firſt preachers of it; but enriched the deſcriptions 
of the prophets with the moſt enraptured expreſſions. 

Iſaiah tells us, that a child (the Meſſiah) ſhall be born, 
and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulders, and of 
his government and peace there ſhall be no end.“ 
Daniel ſays the dominion ſhall be given to the people of 
_ the ſaints of the Moſt High, whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting 
kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him. . 

Ezekiel ſtates that they ſhall put away their whoredoms 
and the carcaſes of their kings, and God will dwell in the 
midſt of them forever.f. John. concludes each ſeries with 
a declaration that the kingdoms, of the world are become 
the kingdoms of Chriſt. Theſe things. abundantly ſhow 
that the chriſtian ſyſtem was. originally intended to. bind 
nations, as well as individuals. Their intercourſe, was to 
be ſo far promoted by the reception of it, that they ſhould 
adopt a defenſive ſyſtem and ſhould learn var no more; and 
the implements of hoſtility were to be converted to the 

uſes of huſbandry. They ſnould not force any man to 
receive it, but the government ould. not be allowed to 
tranlgreſs its principles. 

The apoſtles taught that in the JOY ſcheme, there 
was no diſtinction ol. high or low, of bond or free, but 
they are allone; and the prophecies of Ezekiel and Ifaiah;\ 
clearly point to a time when every one ſhall, ſtand on the 

foot ing of perſonal merit. This ſtate of order and * 


*Iſaiah ix, 6, 7, 4 Davie vii, 27. 4. Ezebiel ali. 9, 


larity ſhall, be ſupported: hy the: univerſal diffaſion- of 
knowledge, in which. the general principles ſhall become 
ſo common, that we. ara tld; that tie wayfaring man, 
Wal be able to do the buſineſs: of the community ſatiſ. 


4 ” 
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f; oril . | | | | 
w_ equality, ofirights, perſonal; merit, general knowledge 
andlove of virtue, charaRteriſe tha kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
that of Antichriſt differs in ſame important particulars. 
Love of power:and the ſupport; of it: by: idolatry and 
nerſecution mark the reign of the latten. 
Hle is characteriſed as aſſuming the prerogatives of Dei- 
ty as perſecuting the ſaints, andifara.ſeaſon:overcoming 
them, as reſtraining his follo wers in ſome of their proper 
and.lawfaul enjoyments for the: purpoſes of tyranny and 
vice, as debaſing the worſhip of the true God y joining 
idols with him, andas forſaking the truth toindulge covet- 
ouſneſs and pride. The antichriſtian powers ſhall carry 
their point ſo far, that the- believers- ſhall generally be 
treated with contempt, as a let of canting hypocrites, or at 
beſt as weak men. A ſpecial interpoſition of Provi- 
dence ſhall reſtore them, and give them the neceſſary vig- 
Or to aſſert the truth with ſucceſs; and then the unprinci- 
pled governments ſhall be ſtopped in their full operation, 
by a direct attempt to reform them. & It is to be obſerv- 
ed, that, in the ſcripture, terms of: diſepprobation- and 
ſtrong averſion are often uſed to expreſs a leſs degree of 
approbation, than is diſcovered for ſomething elſe. . They 
are uſed as terms of compariſon. Thus chriſtianity claim- 
ing: to be. exclufively: true, the fault chargeable on 
the antichriſtian powers . ſeems: to-be- debaſing the true 
ſyſtem by their on inventions; for every thing not be- 
longing to the truth is falſe, and it is perſecution and tyran- 


Ilaiah xxxv. 8. + Daniel xi. 364 , vii. 26. 2 Theſſa. ii. 3-9; 
Rev. ix. 20, xi. —10. xvi. 9. xviii. 24. Ezek. xxxiii. 30 to xxxiv. 6. 
I Ezek. xxit. go. xxxiii. g0,, Iſaiah lix. 15, 16. . Ixtit.,5. Dan. vii. 
25+ vi. 44. Rev. xi. 10. 5 Rev, xix. 1121, and xi. 111. 
Iſaiah Ixil. g. Ezek. xxxiv. 10o—1. Dan, vii. .25—274 and Xit- 1 —44 
1 Corinthians iii. 11 N 
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ny to enforce it. Even the truth can be fupported only by 
argument, and muſt not be propagated by force. Here 
then it ſeems that the antichriſtian powers were blamea. 
ble. Like Solomon they joined idols with the true God, 
and did not receive the truth in its ſimplicity. They 
went ſtill further, and perſecuted all thoſe who did not re- 

ceive their opinions.“ By this means falſhood was ſup. 
ported, and ſober inquiries after truth reſtrained. The 
Rate of that part of the world, in which they reigned, 
might indeed be far better than any former empire, they 
might, by a partial adoption of truth from ſiniſter motives, 
make ſome very valuable improvements; but ſtill they 
prevented their people from coming to the higheſt culti- 
vation, of which they were capable, and were therefore 
antichriſtian. They profeſſed a regard to the ſcriptures, 
but perverfed them to oblique purpoſes, and conſidered 
their directions ſimply as a conyenient rule, but not as 
univerſally true. 3 | 
Of the RESURRECTION and JUDGMENT. 


WHEN the corrupt ſyſtem has arrived at its climax, 

a ſudden change ſhall take effect. It ſhall be ſuddenly 
ſtopped by a reformation, of whole origin no ſatisfactory 
account will be given, but that it is produced by the in- 
terpoſition of Providence. The ſubjects fatigued with the 
_ tyranny of their rulers will endeavour to reſtrain govern- 
ment within proper limits. All oppreflive diſtinctions 
will be done away, and the government committed to the 
enuine lovers of equal right, to the people of the ſaints 


ol the Moſt High. The change will not be | wrought by 


gradual decay or foreign conqueſt, but by the triumph of 
truth over error. The oppreſſors ſhall unite their forces 
1 and make a common cauſe of obſtructing the reformation, 


* Ezek. xxiii. 25, and xxxiv. 4. Dan. vii. 25, Rev, xviii. 9 and 
24, and xvii. 6, vi. 10. + Ezek. v. 6. xxii. 26, þ Dan. vii. 
27. Rev. xix. 21, and Ezek. xxxix, 19—21, 155 
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but, having exerted their whole ſtrength, ſhall fail. This 
is what is often intended in the ſcriptures by the reſurrec- 
tion of the ſaints and the judgments to be exerciſed on the 
antichriſtian powers. Ezekiel ſays, righteous men ſhall 
judge them,“ and, in the New Teſtament, the ſaints ſhall 
Judge the world. The ſovereignty ſhall be committed to 
them, and they ſhall condemn and pull down the errone- 
ous ſyſtems. The conteſt will be ſevere, exceeding any 
r +2 3 ES 
Many are the magnificent figures uſed in the ſacred 
volume to deſcribe the fall of empires, where the ſubje& 
obliges us to underſtand them in that limited ſenſe. When 
a principal empire is to be deſtroyed, the heavens paſs a- 
way as a ſcroll when it is rolled together. This is evi- 
dently an alluſion to the rolling of their books. The re- 
cords being then complete ſhall be rolled up and depoſit- 
ed among other curious remains. As heaven there means 
government, its extinction is often deſcribed by blotting 
Gut the ſun and darkening the ſtars. If the government 
is oppreſſive it operates like hail and ſtorms ;1 and if the 
people are divided and the government thrown down by 
their revolt, an earthquake ſhakes the moſt ſolid founda- 
tions, and even the mountains and iſlands remove. The 
levelling principles of chriſtianity, in putting every thing 
on the foot of perſonal merit, are deſcribed as reducing the 
face of the world into an. extenſive plain, from whence 
the mountains have fled away and where the iſlands can 
no longer be found. Theſe are inſtances in which every 
man, who reads the bible with tolerable attention, wall 
ſatisfy himſelf of the nature of the metaphors. In many 
of theſe examples the events have been fulfilled, as in the 
judgments on Babylon, Jeruſalem, and Conſtantinople, 
and the events have fixed the meaning. I ſhould not 
have been ſo particular on this ſubject, if it had not been 


* Ezekiel xxiii. 45, 1 Cor. vi. 2. Þ Ezek. xxxix. and Dan. xii. 1. 
3 xxxiv. 4. Rev. vi. 14. Iſaiah xii. 10. Matt. xxiv. 29. 
zek. xxxviii. 22. Rev, xvi. 21. viii. 7. J Ezek. xxxviit. 20. 
Rev. vi. 14. Rev. xyl, 18. Luke iii. 5. 
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laid that my former definitions want ſupport. In my own 
mind they needed none, when they anſwered the end; for 
in realling any book it is an eſtabliſtied rule to take on⁰ | 
that meaning, which beſt connects the parts. All elſe is 

rfluous; and we frave no right to faſten implications, 
and fay that the author meant them, if they are unneceſſa- 
ry to form the connexioi. „ 

In like manner both Datiiel and John deſeribe the 
judgment on antichriſt to be by fire. A fire which Dan- 
iel fows to be ſuch as ſhall conſume a dominion, and 
take away the power from thoſe who have been long in 
poſſeffion. Ezekiel and IJdhn both deſcribe the judgment 
to be executed by ſtorms anti earthquakes. T It appears 
from the laſt of theſe writers that the ſevere operations of 
the government ſtrall produce an inſurrection, which ſhall 
ſet the people at liberty to chaſe a new and more commo- 
trons form. It, being eſtabliſſied ultimately upon the free 
principles of chriftianity, is defcrtbed by both theſe pro- 
_ as being their ſubmiſſion to Chriſt, and becoming 
his kingdoms. In proportion to their ſucceſs their ene- 
mies are judged, and what John calls the lake of fire and 
brimftone, Daniel deſcribes as ſhame and everlaſting con- 

Thongh we have fo far confidered the reſurrection and 
judgment in this figurative ſenſe, being all that was neceſ- 
fary to connect the prophecies of Ezekiel and of John; 
yet it is a primary and a fundamental article of chriſtian- 

, that the dead ſhall live again. The argument deri- 
ved from Chrift's reſurrection, as I have faid on a former 
occaſion, loſes all its force, if it is not underſtood literally. 

And it ſeems to me that all Daniel's prophecy in the 
twelfth chapter cannot be underſtood fairly without ſuch 
a literal interpretation. He fays, the promiſe was made 
to him perſonally, that he ſhould ſtand in his lot in the 
latter days. It feems to me, that this muſt comprehend 
the re- union of ſoul and body, as the reſurrection is com- 


Dan. vii. 9-11. Rev. xix. 22. + Ezek. xili. 11. xxXViii. 19. 
Rev. xvi. 21, and xvi. 18. ; N : 


monly underſtood. The particular mode of i it. is no where © 


explained, whether in the ordinary courſe, or by miracu- 
lous interpoſition; but when we find the e concomi- 
fant events to have taken place, we ſhall be fully ſatisfied 
of this among the reſt, and till then muſt confeſs our igno- 


rance. 


s ECT ION W. 


Of the \prine al Nations ind CounTaies treated 
= in the preceding prophecies. | 


AV ERY great obſcurity has overſpread the prophecies 
from our not fully underſtanding the leripture geography. 


Many inſtances are found i in which, as in modern times, 


both countries and cities are called by the ſame name, 


and that name, as Moſes tells us, was derived from ſome 


of the firſt branches of the human family.“ If he acs 
counts for the origin of the names, they have been preſer- 
ved by the poſterity of thoſe men with a ſort of family 
pride, and the labor of literary men has aſcertained a 
great proportion of them. It cannot here be expected 
that a minute detail ſhould be given; only ſo much can 
be ſaid, as will point out ſome leading ideas on this ſub- 
jekt, and where a place of importance has been left unde- 
cided, we may refer to the texts which appear to fix it. 


Many [mall diſtricts are found near the place where the. 


ark reſted, which retain the names of the deſcendants of 
Noah, and ſhow where they firſt ſettled. But after the 
diſperſion from Babel different colonies carried their fam- 
ily names to remote and extenſive parts of the world, 
which were denominated from them, as others were from 
their ſituation. 

Of this laſt deſcription i is Ep Ex, which appears to com- 
prehend all that part of Aſia lying between the Mediter- 
ranean and Chineſe ſeas, and reaching from about the for- 
ty-fifth degree of north latitude to the Indian Ocean. 


2M Gen. x. | 20, 32. + Compare Gen, i 11. tons) 111. 2 24. 567 
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The name denotes the delighttu] temperature of its cli- 
mate. 

'Goe any Macoc have occaſioned much difficulty. 
Perhaps part of it may have ariſen from our pronuncia- 
tion. The Orientals pronounce the G in theſe words ſoft 
like our J.“ In the fifth century of chriſtianity we find 
the Geougen, f a powerful nation inhabiting the interior 
part of Aſia, about north lat. 30. The northern nations 
who at that time inundated the Roman empire carried the 
names of their anceſtors into England where one of their 
encampments near Cambridge is upon the Gogmagog 
hills, and an hill in the county of Cornwall is ftill called 
the leap of Gog and Magog. A ſteep ridge extending 
from Derbend by the Caſpian ſea weſtward toward the 
Black Sea, and forming. the northern frontier of Georgia, 
is diſtinguiſhed as the wall of Gog and Magog. f It does 
not fully appear Whether it is merely natural, or the work 
of art, or both, but it preſerves the names. EA calls 
the prince Gog, and the country. Magog. I ſhould un- 


derſtand him to mean that part of Europe and Aſia 


lying north of the latitude 45% and reaching from the At- 
lantic over to Kamtſchatka. As they were divided into ma- 
tribes, and he was only deſcribing their general ope- 
rations, he calls them after their common anceſtors. Dan- 
iel purſues the ſame courſe, and calls thoſe who ſettled 
in, and afterwards revived the Roman Empire, and ſet 
their prince in Rome, the KING of THE NORTH.) John 
uſes Gog and Magog ſtill more extenſively for all the hea- 
thens remaining after the Millennium. But that is a dif- 
ferent event from the ſubject of Ezekiel's deſcription. 
Msnzcn, Muſcovy a northern country owned by Gog. 
TUBAL, is coupled with Javan and Meſhech. M. Vol 
ney in his travels ſuppoſes it to mean Teftis the capital of 
Georgia. My very learned friend, the Reverend Samuel 


* Calmet's dict. word Ga - + Gibbon vii. 271. F 4 Jeſcription of | 
it may be found in the Peterſburgh Academy of Sciences, and it is mention» 
ed by Gibbon, vol. vii, p. 134, 8v0: - Dan. xi, 40. 


1 2 
Weſt, D. D. helped me to the idea that it meant e 
where a great river is known by the name of Tobol, and 
the capital is Tobolſki. It was ſabje& to Gog.* = 
TAksEISsH, a careful compariſon of all the texts where 
this place is mentioned, either as deſeribing its ſituation, 
or the articles of its trade, induces me to fix it in that part 
of Africa, which then contained the Carthaginian repub- 
lic, and is now commonly called Barbary. It compre- 


hends Tunis, Tripoli, Algiers, and Morocco. 
Pnur, f perhaps a general name for the African conti- 


nent, containing in the northweſt, Tarſhiſh; in the north, 
Egypt; in the eaſt, Ethiopia; and in the ſouth: Ophir, 

Kirrix, the ſouth part of Europe between the Archip- 
elago and the ocean, and from the lat, 45 to the Mediter- 
ranean. 

AVAN AND Erisna, Gacek countries: in Aſia Minor, 
more familiarly known in other books as Ionia, and Æolis. 
Eliſha ſeems to be uſed ſometimes for all Aſia Minor. | 

The iſlands of Eliſha are in the Archipelago, and prob- 
ably include Cyprus and Crete; as thoſe ſometimes join- 
ed with Tarſhiſh, and ſometimes with Kittim, mean Sicily, 
Sardinia, and Corſica. 

Tos ARMA, d is ſuppoſed to have originated the Arme- 
nians and Phrygians. He was ſituated northerly from Ju- 
dea, and perhaps will include the Turks who came that 
way from the north, and ſettled for a conſiderable time 
between the Euphrates and the Archipelago. They at- 
tained their greateſt power within the time that we ſhall 
allot for Ezekiel's prophecy. 

udah and Iſrael, or Jeruſalem and Samaria, originally 

. the deſcendants of Jacob. But in ſome paſſages it is diffi- 
cult to confine the terms within thoſe limits. They ſome- 
times muſt mean in the fulleſt extent the choſen people of 


God. 


 *'Ezek, xx xviii. 2. + Ezek. xxvii. 2. {1 Maec. i. 1. Dan. xi, 30. 
See Bible Did. under Togarmahs» 


We have already ſhown, in the compariſon of Ezekiel 
and John, that the ſame events, which one applies to thoſe 
nations, the other deſcribes as befalling the antichriſtian 
ſtates. When theſe terms are uſed as relating to the gen- 
era] ſtate of the church, we ſhall conſider thoſe powers as 
intended. The limitation of time in Ezekiel does not 
apply to the ſufferings of the Hebrew nation, who were 
in no worſe ſituation then, than they had been in for ma- 
ny centuries. Like many of the prophecies relative to 
the Meffiah, there may be a ſubordinate ſenſe in which 
they ſhall apply to the Hebrews ; but as parts of a ſyſtem 
they belong only to the Meſſiah's kingdom. The third of 
the antichriſtian powers is called Sodom, both by Ezekiel 
and John. a 
SziR, Epom, Moas, Aunon, ſeveral diſtricts 
of Arabia. They appear in Ezekiel among the op- 
preſſors who are to be puniſhed. Though like the 
other prophets he mentions ſome things, which were 
to happen near his own time, and which being ſpeed- 
ily fulfilled ſhould gain credit to his book, and cauſe its 
preſervation ; yet as the bulk of it relates to much later 
events, the puniſhment of theſe people probably refers to 
the ſuppreſſion of the Mahometans. Daniel 1 Mahomet 
and his followers THz KING Or THE $QUTH ;* and John 
calls them LocusTsf, and their ſuppreſſion ſeems to be 
included i in ſhutting the bottomleſs pit. 
Daniel deſcribes a country ſituated between two ſeas, 
which he calls the glorious, holy mountain.“ Ezekiel 
appears to deſcribe the country as a wilderneſs, a land of 
unwalled villages, 1 in a defenc eleſs ſtate, and invaded for 
mere plunder.) They probably both mean the American 
continent, which remarkably divides the ocean for more 
than a third of the circumference of the whole globe, ex- 
tending from the north pole to the fifty- ſixth degree of 
ſouthern latitude. It was invaded by the Spaniards un- 
der a grant from the Pope, and tlie ravages they commit- 


* Dan, xi. 40. : + Rev. ix. — + Dan, xi. 45s a 
y Ezek. xxxviii. 11, 12. +} on 
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ted, and the cruelties they exerciſed, have been the theme 
of every hiſtorian. The prophets expreſs themſelves 
favorably of it, as being the place, where the reformed ſyſ- 

tem is firſt to take effect. | SO CEO $5: 
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S E CT HO: | : 
The CHRONOLOGY of the preceding PROPHECIES, 

IN order to be as theoretic as poſſible, and to avoid 
being warped by my prejudices in the arrangement of the 
materials, I ſhall refer all the meaſures of time to the riſe - 
of antichriſt, and leave it to be determined from other 
evidence when that æra is to be dated. | 3 
There are in the Apocalypſe at leaſt two equal periods 
of twelve hundred and ſixty years. That in the twelfth 
chapter begins in the reign of the Dragon, and moſt pro- 
bably from the reign of Julian, With this we have at 
preſent nothing to do, as 1t begins before the date of anti- 
chriſt. In the thirteenth chapter and fifth verſe, forty- 
two months, or in common numbers twelve hundred and 
ſixty years is aſſigned for the proſperity of that power. 
Daniel deſcribes the ſame thing, when he lays the 
 faints ſhall be given into his hand until a time and times 
and the dividing time,“ and it ſhall be for a time, times, 
and an half.“ T Theſe are agreed on all hands to mean 
the ſame length of time, and conſtitute the term in which 
he is to ſcatter the power of the holy people. When they 
are ſufficiently ſcattered the effect ſhall generally appear. 


Daniel alſo mentions twelve hundred and ninety years, ? 


which allows thirty years or one generation to complete 
the reform. As we have ſeen already that the judgment 
is immediately to follow the term of tyranny, we conclude 
that this thirty years is the limitation of thattime of trou- 
ble mentioned at the beginning of the ſame chapter, as 


Dan. vii, 25. + Dan, xii. 3. } Dan, xii. 11. 
YG a oF Mp, ; | 1 *2 
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the twelve hundred and fixty- deſcribes the proſperous 


reign in the preceding one. ; 

. Bxekiel ſtates the whole term to beF. two thouſand five 
Hundred and twenty years, or in prophetic language ſeven 
years, for Iſrael to burn the weapons of their enemies. 
HFlere again the judgment by fire is introduced. If, as 
is moſt probable, it means the ſame judgment denounced b 
the other prophets, it will come into the middle of the 


whole term. Twelve hundred and ſixty years will have 
elapſed when the judgment begins. It is to begin in the 


valley of paſſengers on the eaſt ſide of the ſea (in Europe) 
and to gain great honour to the reformers for their exer- 
tions. As Daniel explains the judgment on the princi- 
pal antichriſtian power to laſt thirty years, it appears to 
be confined to that power; for Ezekiel makes ſeven 
months or two hundred and ten years to'be the duration 
of the judgments on Gog or the northern nations. This 
will make up one thouſand four hundred and feventy 
years, from the firſt date. The remainder of the whole 
term probably includes the Millennium, and the troubles 
at the end of it. 3 3 | 

Daniel mentions a term of thirteen hundred and thirty 
five years including his two former periods. John fol- 
lows the judgment on antichriſt with ſhutting the bottom. 


leſs pit, and Ezekiel puniſhes the Arabian nations. They 


| probably mean the {ame thing, and both intend the ſup- 


preſſion of Mahometaniſm, at leaſt in that part of the 
world which formerly belonged to the Eaſtern Roman 
Empire. If this be a juſt apprehenſion, and it is certain- 
Jy not a ſingular one, forty-five years from the deſtruction 
of antichriſt is allowed for the Greeks to reform their 
ſtate. As John introduces his account of the Millennium 
after the ſhutting of the bottomleſs pit, we may reaſonably 
enough add this to the former numbers, and that will ex- 
tend to two thouſand three hundred and thirty-five years 
from the date. The amount will till fall ſhort of Ezek- 


Daniel xi. 40—45. + Ezekiel xxxix. 9, 115 12, 14. 
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““ ns 
iel's numberby one hundred and eighty+five years. Wheth= 
er John's thouſand, years be ſimply the neareſt round 
number, and the whole: term ſhould be the twenty-three _ 
hundred“ given in another place, but pretty plainly on | 
the ſame ſubject, muſt be left to time to determine. The- 
people of that time will have more materials to calculate: 
upon than we have. | | 
The fixth period of John's prophecy exceeds three 
hundred and ninety- one years; for after the expiration of 
that term comes on a moſt magnificent revolution. This 
event is however declared to be different from the tri- | 
umph of the ſaints at the judgment. Ezekiel deſcribes? 
two powers as puniſhed one for the ſpace of three hun- 
dred and ninety years, which from our preceding com- 
pariſon appears to be the ſame with John's period of re- 
formation, but expreſſed in a round number. The forty 
years in which the other is to be puniſhed I have at prel- 
ent no means for dating, but it evidently applies to ſome - 
ſtate far leſs depraved than the firſt, | 
In the eleventh chapter of the Apocalypſe the witneſſes 
are ſaid to propheſy clothed in ſackcloth; for forty-two- 
months or twelve hundred and fixty days. The date for 
the beginning of it is left uncertain. If it be the fame as 
the date of Antichriſt, which on the whole I prefer, then 
their reſurrection will be at twelve hundred and'fixty- 
three and an half years from that time; otherwiſe it will 
run out to a great diſtance. _- | | 
Theſe are all the meaſures of time that I recolle@ to 
be given us by any of the prophets relating to this ſub- 
ject. I am aware of the difficulty of arranging times for 
future events. A thouſand circumſtances in the prophecy 
pals unnoticed, or, if noticed, we know not how to fix 
them; yet when they have been accompliſhed, they ap- 
pear ſo plain, that we are apt to wonder Why commente- 
tors did not calculate upon them. Still, however, we all 
feel curious; and if nobody riſks an opinion, the ſubje& 


Daniel viii. 14» 
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'will never be ſtudied. All that we can be certain of is; 


that part of the ſeries which has taken place, and in any 
further obſervations contained in this work, . _ this 
hr ns to be attended to. ö 


„ 
3 


SECTION VI. 


. Thot , ſeveral 95 thoſe Punbrerions have: already 


taken Effect. 
WHILE a multitude of apples tions of ancient 


prophecies, and many theories for their conſtruction have 


been publiſhed ; it perhaps will prove that none of thoſe 
theories was excluſively true, though each might contain 
much valuable information. But the ſubje& has been 


more fully diſcuſſed, and not in vain ; for we have the 
fure word of prophecy, that the time ſhall come, when 
the whole myſtery of God, as declared to the ancient pro- 


phets, ſhall be made manifeſt, and that all the faithful 


ſhall underſtand it.“ We are affured that the ſyſtem 


ſhall make ſuch a rapid progreſs, that every eye ſhall ſee and 


acknowledge it. They who have wilfully obſtructed its 
progreſs ſhall mourn, and they who have held faſttheir integ- 


rity ſhall rejoice. We are affuredthat this event ſhall be pre- 


ceded by 1 general apoſtacy from the truth, and attempts to 


ſubſtitute philoſophy in the place of revelation; that the 
delievers ſhall be ſo far out · voted, and apparently loſt in 
ſuch a vaſt majority, that it ſhall be difficult to find them. 


Many ſhall run to and fro, but knowledge ſhall be increa- 


ſed ; I looked for ſome to help, and wondered that there 


| was none; who hath believed our report, and to whom 


z 


hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Theſe and many 
declarations in the new Teſtament ſhow the degree of de- 
generacy not only in egy but in practice, which are 


Rev. x. 7. Daniel xii. 10. Ezekiel xxxiii. 33. 
+ Rev, i. 7. xix. 6, and xx. 6. Dan. xii. 1. Iſaiah geuerally. 
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followed with ſevere denunciations of .vengeance. Not- 
withſtanding the ſcattered and apparently depreſſed ſtate 
of the believers, it ſhall ſuddenly appear, that they were 
too numerous, and their opinions too juſt to be extirpat- 
ed. Several of the predictions quoted in the former ſec- 
tions as preparatory to their final triumph, have already 
been fulfilled to ſuch an extent, as to need no very criti- 
cal eye to perceive their accompliſhment. .' It is notori- 
ous, that many ſtates both in Europe and among our- 
ſelves have publicly profeſſed the CurtsT1 an name. It is 
well known that thoſe ſtates have been better governed, ⁵⁶ 
arts have there flouriſhed more; domeſtic induſtry has 
been more in repute, manners have been more liberal, 
and more care has been taken to train up children in do- 
meſtic and ſocial duty, and in theoretic principles, than in 
thoſe ſtates where chriſtianity has not been received. It 
is a well known fact, that, if they have practiſed imperfe&- 
ly upon their ſyſtem, and have continued to wage war, 
yet the hotrors of war are much mitigated ; priſoners are 
neither condemned to death nor ſervitude, and no human 
ſacrifices ſtain their altars. The defenſive ſyſtem has fo 
far prevailed, that the cuſtomary law of nations requires 
every power going to war to publiſh a juſtifying memo- 
rial to explain the cauſes of hoſtility, in which they al- 
ways endeavour to ſhow, that they are not the aggreſſors. 
Many uſeful proviſions are among thoſe ſtates acknowl- 
edged for the encouragement of trade by neutral nations, 
and every capture from them by the belligerent powers, 
except ſuch as relate to military and naval ſtores, and 
ſupplies to places cloſely beſieged, are conſidered as in- 
fractions of the right of neutral powers. It is in chriſtian 


| 


929 


countries emphatically, that people are taught to conſide 
the government as eſtabliſhed for their good, and to talk 
of their rights inflead of reſolving the whole buſineſs into 
the occaſional and diſcretionary opinions of thoſe who 
happen to be in office. It is to their eccleſiaſtical gov- 

, erninents, erroneous _ defective as they have been; that 
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the the preſent generation ion is indebted. for *» „ idea, 
and common vwiſh to eſtabliſh repreſentative dem 


_ * inſtead of hereditary kings and nobles. It is from the 


univerſal diffufion of chriſtian principles in a ſtate, that 
the trial by jury derives its ineſtimable value. All theſe 
points evidently come within the predictions, and it is 
impoſſible either to deny n. or to ſuppoſe that the ex. 
peRation of a ſtate of ſociety, ſo different from that in 
which the predictions were uttered, ſhould have been 
merely a lucky gueſs. That the appearance of what is 


1 peculiarly the deſire of chriſtian nations to promote, and 
of what is an object of deſire even with many individuals 
_ who are not believers in revelation, fhnould have been the 
object of conjetture, is a fuppoſition of that 100 which 


does not delerve lerious attention. 


But ſatisfactory as our proof appears even upon this 


general ſtatement, it becomes ſtill more ſo when we de- 


ſcend to particulars. Hitherto we have been employed 
in arranging our materials and- in ſtating the queſtion. 
This method I purſued in a former publication as being 
the faireſt. The reader can then judge for - himſelf, 


whether the principles are properly ſtated, and fairly ap- 


plied. It is the moſt ſimple proceſs, and therefore the 
moſt likely to come at truth. Having firſt ſtated the prin- 
ciples, every body will determine, whether the _ comes 
within the deſcription and within the time, 

Upon the decline of the Roman greatneſs in the veſt⸗ 
ern part of Europe in the fifth century of chriſtianity, the 


Northern Nations eſtabliſned many ſeparate kingdoms. 


They are ſtill conſidered only as one family, and their 
kingdoms are deſcribed in the prophetic books as horns 
own on the head of a beaſt or a dragon, as the emblems 
were exhibited to the prophets. If eommentators have 
prepared different-liſts, they relate to different periods of 
time, but all coming within the general limits, and ſhow- 
ing that ten was the common number of principal ſtates 
conſtituting the empire under conſideration. Previous 
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to the riſe of the 6ſt, antichriſtian power in the ſeries, the 
Weſtern Roman Empire is a red dragon, having ſeven 
heads and ten horns in the New Teſtament,“ and by ' 
Daniel is deſcribed as a monſtrous beaſt having ten horns 1 i 
The heads John explains to be ſeven fucceſſive governs 
ments, and the horns to be ten cotemporasy ſtates, L which 
ſhould receive power at the ſame time with the laſt form 
of government. He alſo declares that laſt form, whe- 
ther it be counted as the ſeventh or eighth, theſe. two be⸗ 
ing ſimultaneous, to be the ſame with the power which 
he characteriſes as the beaſt, and to he ſucceſſor to the 


3 It is therefore of importance to determine whey 9 4 


the character changes from the dragon to the. beaſt, or 
which will determine the queſtion, when the horns begi | 
0200098 their power. 

It is well known, chat at the Papal Court the King of 
France was conſidered. as the eldeſt lon of the — and 
in token of diſtinguiſhed merit was ſtiled Mosr Curs- 
IAR KING. The union of the kingdoms. of Aquitain 

and Burgundy formed the late kingdom aud preſent repu 
lic of France, and is dated in A. D. 332. en 
then to be the time when the beaſt received his power, 
and from this time we conſider the ſtatement already 
made as being dated. We ſimply give the events, and 
the times, which are ſuppoed to be accompliſhments of 
the prophecy, without interrupting the. detail by, reaſons 
to ſhow: the application. A work of that kind * ex- 
ceed the limits of an ellay. | The maKbaricies will eau 
in the margin. | 

A. D. 532. Riſe of antichrif vhen ho firſt horn recei- 
ved its power by the union of the French monarchy.  -/ 

A. D. 547, Totila the Goth removed all the inhabitants 
of Rome, and tlie city remained deſolate forty days, when 
the inhabitants were recalled by Belliſarius. 1 This re- 
markable event agrees with his mortal. wound, from which 


Key. xi. 9g. Dan. vie 1. 31 i Rev. xvii. 10,712. 
Rev. xvii, 11. Xille 3. Gibbon, vol. V. p. 303. 1 Gibbon, vii. 352 
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he recovered. Aberber application will alſo be pointed 
out in order of time. The frequent invaſions and con- 

| * of Italy accompliſh Daniel's declaration, that the 

Eing of the north ſhall come like a whirlwind, and mall 
overflow and paſs through. Tf 

A. D. 366. About this time Dukes were appointed 
for the principal cities of Italy, under the Exarch of Ra. 
venna. I This was the ſeventh legal head of Rome, and 
continued but a little while, compared with his OPS: 
rary and rival the Pope. 

A. D. 570. The Lombard kingdom eſtabliſhed i in Ita- 
ly. After this time we find the Pope, like a ſovereign 
Prince, mediating between the Emperors who reſided in 
Conſtantinople, and the kings of the Lombards, who liv- 
ed at Pavia. It is doubtful after this, who was the real 
Governor of the city. During the kingdom of the Lom- 
bards, Dukes had legal authority, and the 125 J an uſur 

but influential dominion. 5 | 

A. D. 571, as commonly Rated, nden 455 569, . 
Mabomet was born, the founder of a new and violent ſyſ- 
tem, which his followers conſider as religion. He and his 
ſucceſſors purſued the conqueſts in the weſt, and invaded 
France, i in A. D. 721. They were repulſed, as they were 

ain ten years afterward. After this they loſt ground 

in ſome places and gained in others. By the middle of 
the ninth century, they had gained Sicily, and the lower 
Part of Italy, and even threatened Rome. They detached 
Syria and Egypt from the eaſtern empire and lem dimin- 
| iſhed its glory.T They tolerated chriſtians upon paying 

1 an annual exciſe, but aimed to exterminate Atheiſts and 

| | idolaters.“ “ Pretending to be the apoſtle of God, Ma- 

|  *Homet declared the ſword ta be the key of heaven and hell, and 

| animated his followers to act upon this maxim worthy 


<4 of the angel of the bottomleſs en = 


| 2 ® Rev. xiii. 3 1 Dan. xi. 40. 2 Gibbon, vii. 380. or: xvii. 10. 
Gibbon, viii. 114—116. Rev, xvii. 11 Gibbon, ix. 218. x. 16, 
Dan. xi. 40. Rev. ix. 5, 10. 1 Gibbon, ix. 350, 369. Rev. ix. 2. 
. N IX, 422. Rev. ix. 4. 77 * ix. 266. Rev. ix. 8, 115 14 . 
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A. D. „ Gibbon deſcribes the Popes 3 
"hes civil and even military authority. This ſhows that, 


they ated as ſovereigns before the time uſually allotted gs. 


the æra of their temporal dominion.“ . 
A. D. 732. About this time the Exarchate of Rav 

na was extinguiſhed, and with it the Dutchy of Rome 1 

ed. The kings of the Lombards clajmed the ſovereignty, 

of the city, but the King of France protected the 

Pope, and after defeating the Lombards gave him a char- 


ter, which conſtituted the Pope and his ſucceſſors Princes 


of Rome and jts vicinity. This war Gibbon terminates 


in 754. After the ceſſation of Dukes, the Biſhop of Rome 3 


became a legal Prince.t 1 conſider the year 731 as be- 
ginning the term of ſix hundred and bxty-ſix, years 05 
Popiſh darkneſs. 

A. D. 1170-4174, Henry II. of England. having 1 uni- 
| ted Ireland to his dominions, was obliged to ſubmit to the 


Pope, and to do penance at the tomb of the — — k 


Canterbury. In 1213, King John conſented to hold his 
kingdoms of England, and Ireland as the vaſſal-of the 
Pope. Henry VIII declared himſelf head of the church 
of England, and Ireland received him in the ſame charac- 
ter. His daughter Mary, endeayoured to reſtore the 
Pope's authority, and executed many proteſtants. Her 
ſiſter Elizabeth placed England and Ireland on their preſ- 
ent footing. I A feeble ry unſucceſsful attempt was made 
by James II to revive Popery ; but it coſt him his crown, 
The general character of this empire, though ſometimes 
perſecuting the Papiſts and ſometimes the Proteſtants, is 
much ſuperior to that of any former ſtate. It was deſti- 
ned after the lapſe of five centuries from the union of the 
two countries to be the mother of a number of ſtates, 
whom the perſecution and tyranny of the parent ſhould 
compel to unite in a confederation, which for extenſive 
U and number of ſtates, ſhould be a copy, not a 


3 "+ Gibbon, viii. I31=224, + Gibbony ix. 130. Biſhop 'Newton'on pro- 
Phecies, vol. 11. p. 106, ninth edition, Voltaire, State of a Chay. vi. 
> Volt. PR: 40, 1135 198, 1 9% ö ; 
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copy of the firſt Depesd model. This 
confederation i is declared to be founded in commercial 
principles, and does not limit the adminiſtration W 
thoſe of any religious ſyſtem.“ 

A. D. 1099, Jeruſalem was taken by the Crakders un- 
der Godfrey. The chriſtian princes united in this expe- 
dition at whe inſtigation of the Pope to recover Jeruſalem 
from the Mahometans. They eſtabliſhed a kingdom 
which laſted till Saladin retook the city in 1187. The 
war was continued much longer, and the parties were the 
chriſtians on one fide, and the Mahometans on the oth- 
om at leaſt in the ſouthern part was 
bounded eaſterly by the Jordan and Dead Sea, and its 
extent to the ſouth was from Aﬀelon to Petra, 
the laſt of which towns is about forty miles ſouth of the 
Dead Sea. But they invaded Egypt unfucceſsfully, and 
the connexion between that country and the chriſtian 

492 ol Europe i is well known to be merely commer- 


D. 1198 to 1234. A endes of the Proteſtants 
in ge by a formal crufade under the authority 
of the Pope, in which the latter was completely nn 
ous, and only a few ſcattering fugitives eſcaped.h 

A. P. 1378—1418, The great ſchiſm of the een it 
is eng ariſing from the claims of different perſons to be 
Pope. This diviſion ortunity to the Proteſtants 
to breathe, after Ann cle their party, and to 
reaſon on the ſubje& of Popery. Wickliff and the Lol- 
lards in England grew into importance. They traced 
the errors of Popery, afferted their independence of the 
kingdom, and tranſlated the Bible into Englifh for com- 
mon uſe. Wickliff died in 1 387. 1 In 1409 the coun· 


Ker. $a, efpeciaty verſe 8; ſoe alſo dealing clauſe of Con 
Giugina, | + Volt. chap. 44, 45 46: Gibbon, vol. xi. 1262. 
t See the account at the end e of Maritt's Travels, a late publication. 


Allo xi. 41, 42,4 Volt, e Hihbon x, 16g. 
Rev. vi. 0 $i vii, 2 Vole. . Gibb * N 
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eil of Piſa aſſembled to heal the ſchiſm, and werefollow. 
ed in 1414 by that of Conſtance. The latter reduced 
the Antipopes, and elevated Martin V. to the papal throne 
in 1417. About this time the Mahometans-proceeded 
rapidly in their conqueſts of the Eaſtern Empire, which 
was terminated by the capture of Conſtantinople-in 1438. 
The fugitive Greeks arrived in Italy with their books, 
and put an end to the dark ages by the revival of learning. 
The invention of printing, and the improvement of nave 
igation, ſerved to diſſeminate literature, expand the mind, 
and-eftablifh the reformers. The conqueſt of the Greek 
empire and the reformation, are Daniel's tidings from the 
eaſt and north. ++ 9 ar: 

In 1492; Columbus diſcovered America, and the next 
year the Pope granted it to the King of Spain, who after- 
ward, in virtue of this grant, conquered it, and colonized, 
and ftill holds by far the greater part of the continent in 
ſubjection to himſelf and the Pope. It contains the rich- 
eſt mines of gold and ſilver in the world, all find em- 
ployment for an immenſe number of ſlaves, I negroes are 
chiefly employed for domeſtic ſervice and field labour. 
This acquiſition to the Romiſh church healed the wound 
given her by the reformation, which, during the period al- 
lotted to it, detached a third part of her European domin- 

5 ps D. £497, Fhe paſſage to the Eaſt Indies by 
the Cape of Good Hope was diſcovered This 
event completed the deſtruction of Tyre, and reduc- 
ed it to the ſtate foretold by Ezekiel, whoſe proph- 
ecy is commonly applied by travellers to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of that place. 1 It was anciently well ſituat - 


* Volt. chap. 60. Gibbon. xii. 336. Rev. vi. 12, &c, 
+ Gibbon, x1i. 114. Rev. vi. 14. vii. 1. 4 Robertſon's Hiſt. 
Amer. 8vo. vol. 1. 112, 140. iii. 01. Dan. xi. 43, 48. a 
S Dan. xi. 44. Rev. xiii. g. ix. 18. Zimmarman in his political 
Survey, ſlates the Proteſtant countries, to be the Catholic, as three 
to four, which is a third, and half of the whole, || Robertſon Am. i. 185. 
7 See Maundrel and Volney. . e 
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contemptible copy of the firſt — model. Thie 
confederation is declared to be founded in commercial 
principles; and does not limit the an . 
thoſe of any religious fyſtem.“ 

A. D. 1099, Jeruſalem was taken by the Graladers un- 
der Godfrey. The chriſtian princes united in this expe- 
dition at — — of the Pope to recover Jeruſalem 
from the Mahometans. They eſtabliſhed a kingdom 
which laſted till Saladin 45 the city in 1187. The 
war was continued much longer, and the parties were the 
chriſtians on one fide, and the Mahometans on the oth- 
erer The kingdom at leaſt in the ſouthern part was 
bounded eaſterly by the Jordan and Dead Sea, and its 
extent to the ſouth was from Aﬀelon to Petra, 
the laſt of which towns is about forty miles ſouth of the 
Dead Sea. But they invaded Egypt unfucceſsfully, and 
the connexion between that country and the chriſtian 


1 own in de merely Commer 


n 11 n 4, A perſecution of the Proteſtants 
in Lang . cruſade under the authority 
of the Pope, m ok the latter was eee, — 
ous, and only a few ſcattering fugitives eſcaped. 

A. D.'1378—1418, The great ſchiſm of the welt as ir 
is 2 71 arifing from the claims of different perſons to be 
Pope. This diviſion ortunity to the Proteſtants 
to Nelas, after perſecution, to ce their party, and to 
reaſon on the ſubject of Popery. Wickliff and the Lol- 
lards in England grew into importance. They traced 
the errors of Popery, afferted their independence of the 
kingdom, and tranflated the Bible into Englifh for com- 
mon uſe. Wickliff died! in 1 1387. 1 In 149 the coun · 


er. xiii. eſpecially ae; ſoe alſo e clauſe of Con- 
Gianna. 1 + Volt. chap. 44, 45, 46, Gibbon, vol. xi. 1262. 
See the account at the end © of Maritt's 2 a late publication. 
Allo xi. 545. Voltze 5 59 · ib on. x, 463. 
TR" Vi. 9-11. Dan, cb. 1 J Vole W n 
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Al ot Piſa aſſembled to heal the ſchiſm, and were folie 


We 
ed in 1414 by that of Conſtance, The latter reduced 
the Antipopes, and elevated Martin V. to the papal throne 
in 1417.* About this time the Mahometans- 
rapidly in their conqueſts of the Eaſtern Empire, which 
was terminated by the capture of Conſtantinople-in 1438 
The fugitive Greeks arrived in Italy 'with their 
and put an end to the dark ages by the revival of learning. 
The invention of printing, and the improvement of nav 
igation, ſerved to diſſeminate literature, expand the mind, 
and eſtablifſi the reformers. The conqueſt of the-Greek _ 
empire and the reformation, are Daniel's tidings from the - 
caſt and north. 3. Cw +4 RI 11 
In 1492, Columbus diſcovered America, and the nent 
year the Pope granted it to the King of Spain, who aſter- 
ward, in virtue of this grant, conquered it, and colonized, 
and ſtill holds by far the greater part of the continent in 
ſubjection to himſelf and the Pope. It contains the rich- 
eſt mines of gold and ſilver in the world, all find em- 
ployment for an immenſe number of ſlaves, negtoes are 
chiefly employed for domeſtic ſervice and field labour. 
This acquifition'to the Romiſh church healed the wound 
given her by the reformation, which, during the period al- 
lotted to it, detached a third part of her European domin- 
A. P. 1497, The paſſage to the Eaſt Indies by 
the Cape of Good Hope was diſcovered. This 
event completed the deſtruction of Tyre, and reduc- 
ed it to the ſtate foretold by Ezekiel, whoſe: proph- 
ecy is commonly applied by travellers to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of that place. 1 It was anciently well fityat- 


— 
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* Volt. ehap. 60. Gibbon. xii. 336. Rev. 5 5 

1 Gibbon, xii, 114. Rev. vi. 14. Vii. 1. t Robertſon's Hiſt. 

Amer. 8vo, vol. i. 112, 140. iii. 0 Dan. i. 49, 48. 8 

S Dan. xi, 44. Rev. xiii. 9. ix. 18. Zimmarman in his political 

Survey, ſlates. the Proteſtant countries, to be the Catholic, as three 

to four, which is a third, and half of the whole, || Robertſon Am. i. 185, 
J See Maundrel and Volney. 5 . 


manded the trade of the Red Sea and the | Eaſt Indies. 
The Tyrians chiefly managed the trade to Europe. The 
exchange of goods ſeems to have been made at Jeruſalem.* 
*Theharbour of Tyre is now ſo much filled with ſand, that 
M. Volney ſaw children wading acroſs it. This and the 
prediCtions that Egypt ſhall become the baſeſt ofkingdoms, 
which laſt declaration characteriſes the preſent Mamaluke 
government,ſhow that Ezekiel's prophecy was intended to 
comprehend the times of which we are now treating.” The 
drying the river of Egypt applies literally to that branch 
of the Nile which leaving Cairo anciently diſcharged at 
Suez, at the head of the Red Sea. In other books it is 
confidered as à canal, anddenominated from the Kings who 
at different times cleared its mouth. The laſt time it was 
cleared by the Arabians, that they might ſupply Mecca 
With proviſions. In the ſcripture it is generally called 
Sihor, and it was the ſouthern limit of Judea. Ezekiel 

ſtrongly intimates, that it was a natural river. Tr 


— 5 . . Is 
ed for trade. The Jews while their ſtate flouriſhed come 


A. D. 1775. This year concludes the three hundred +* 


and ninety-one of the Apocalypſe: The Britiſh colonies 
in America, which had been planted originally by men 
driven from the parent ſtate by perſecution, were now 
compelled by the ſame tyranny to take up arms in defence 
ol their rights. The next year they aſſumed their equal 

rank among the nations. This glorious revolution ex- 
-hibited to the world, A RETRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY. 
The principles of which we have been treating, and on 
which moſt of the ſtates were by their ſeparate conſtitu- 
tions explicitly formed, now produced their proper ef- 
fect. In 1782 Great Britain was compelled to accede to 
their independence. They have ſince changed the form 
of the general government, which ſtill retains the excel- 
lence of elective principle, but it does not appear to be 
amended by treating all religious ſyſtems with indiffer- 


"ence, and all objects of worſhip as equally meritorious. 


* Ezck. xxvi. 3—5. + Erck, xxix. 10. f Rev. x, and xiii, 24. 
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16 religious telts: do not bind the conſcience of the 
officer, the y point out the rule that the people chooſe kor 
the defend of their rights. And-if they act honeſtly in 
the buſineſs, they will be entitled to the benefits, which 
the ſyſtem of chriſtianity promiſes, and which are as much; 
aſſured, as we have ſeen in the foregoing citations, to 
communities as to individuals, TR 
A. Dyer, The laſt of the twelve wired and Gaty 
years of Popiſn proſperity, France declared herſelf inde- 
pendent of Rome. Their National Aſſembly alſo united 
Avignon; of which place the Pope was ſovereign to the 
other domains. Both Popiſni and Proteſtant princes join- 
e& their forces to ſtop the French reformation ; and one 
of the reaſons for making war on the part of Germany 
was to reſtore the Pope to his rights. The ſeverity of 
the conteſt, the gieatneſs of the French exertions, the 
reſources they found in a confiſcation of the church 
eſtas}! and their vigorous: meaſures in levelling. heredi- 


4 tary diſtinctions, have excited the admiration of every 


one, and they are the ſubjects of ancient prophecy. Two. 


| circuiaſtarices mentioned by Ezekiel ſtrongly apply to 


that cohntry. It was eminently the reſort uf rel 
and fituated on the eaſt fide'of the ocean.$» | | 194: 
A. D. 1795, Year of conſolation to the believes with 


out * 5 Papal ominions, being the Tobable: tims for yu i 


reſurrection © the witneſſes. one? 5 
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TIE argument has now been purſued to they preſens 
time, We have firſt ſtated the theoretical points ta 
be proved: we have ſtated the ſcripture geography; this 
has been OY by the PIES chronology regulated 


75 Ezekiel Rey. 3 21. hs y whole 18th chapter deſcribes cho 
diſtreſs, and nag: of the Romiſh elergy 1 in F rance, chaps 94 


0 Compare Dan. xii. 1. Ek. x xüxix. 11, 19, 17—20. Re xix. 1 701 
2 Ezekiel x AxxVii, Rer. xl, 1—13. | 
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by a a agphet ante. We have vieed-the courſe of e. 
vents as relating to the general ſtate of the world; and then 
according to the common dates, the particular events, by | 
which things have attained to their preſent improved 
ſtate. The witneſſes made uſe of are of the moſt unex - 
ceptionable kind. The prophets and apoſtles haye aſcer- 
tained the predictive, and two infidel writers, Gibbon and 
Voltaire, have ſupported the narrative part of our work. 
Nobody will ſuſpect theſe hiſtorians of diſtorting facts to 
ſupport revelation. Their hearts were evidently ſet up- 
on bringing it into diſcredit. Vet they have - furniſhed. 
abundant evidence of the reality of the prophecies. Even 
many circumſtances have been pointed out, which are, 
more critically exact, than moſt hiſtorians would think, 
"neceſſary. It is then impoſſible to ſuppoſe it all the work. 


of imagination; it mult ow been the- effect of Knowlt | 
We. . Ef 3 


In a free country, hd a dic is open to eve- 
ry body, at a time of profound internal tranquillity, the 
circumſtances favour diſcuſſion. Arguments, ſuch as 
they are, have rapidly circulated to dilcredit the Bible. 
Some maſterly anſwers have appeared, and the public at- 
tention is turned to the ſubject. It is not the deſign of 


tho preſent performance to engage in diſputes, or. to Told 
at people of. a different opinion! The 


is fimply to 
ſtate, that the longer the time is + ance the canoni- 
cal books were publiſhed, ſo much the ſtronger is 
the evidence of their authenticity. The deſign is with 


decency and candor to ftate the truth for the con- 


firmation of the faithful, and for fixing the doubt- 


ful. While others have very freely expreſſed their 
doubts; I haye endeavoured to ſtate ſome of my own rea- 
ſons fox believing, and to draw the arguments as far as 
might be from what we daily obſerve. It might have 
been purſued to more minute details, but ehough is here 
ſtated to ſhew that the prophets had. the ſame events in 
view. That they were different Secretaries to the ſame 


Peity, and that the completion of their Feen is rap- 


3F 


idly advancing. The ſeveral parts of this argument have 
been ſo ſeparated, and claſſed under their proper heads, 
and the authorities referred to for almoſt every line, that 
it will be very eaſy for profeſſional men to examine and 


trace it to its utmoſt limits. With them I leave it. If 
they find it as uſeful as I truſt they will, I ſhall not think 
the opportunity miſapplied, with which Providence has 
favored me. If the ſtatement is new, it is not the leſs 


_ juſt, x ſome of the events are ſuch as we did not at firſt 


expekt, chronology leads us to them, and requires ſober 
attention. They are ſoberly ſtated, and ought to be can- 
didly conſidered. If ſome great men have been ſo unhap- 

as not to acknowledge the truth of inſpiration, it was 
either a misfortune or a fault ; but it fully appears, that 
the prophets and apoſtles were greater than they, 
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